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the Japanese retained for him on account of the part
he had played during the period just preceding the
war. My letter reached St. Petersburg at the very
moment when Count Lamsdorff was at a loss for argu-
ments in favour of M. Witte's candidature, and, as he
himself told me afterwards, it helped to overcome the
objections of the Emperor.
M. Witte went to America, and everyone knows
with wrhat consummate talent, I may almost say with
what genius, he acquitted himself of his task. The
Emperor, when yielding to the advice of Count Lams-
dorff, expressed a desire that I should accompany
M. Witte as second plenipotentiary, but at that time
M. Witte was so strongly prejudiced against me that
he insisted on the appointment of my successor in Japan,
Baron Rosen, whom he considered to be a more docile
colleague. However that may be, not only have I
never regretted for a moment having intervened in
favour of the selection of M, Witte, but I am convinced
that, if my intervention really contributed thereto, I
rendered a veritable service to my country. It is a
matter of common knowledge that public opinion in
Russia has shown scant appreciation of the remarkable
achievement of M* Witte at Portsmouth; in this, as in
other matters, his compatriots and contemporaries have
done him little justice. Personally, I was never on
intimate terms with M. Witte, and I felt obliged to
oppose energetically some of his political ideas in the
domain of foreign affairs, but I am in duty bound to
render him homage for what he did at Portsmouth.
Neither I nor any other diplomat by profession could
have done it; the task demanded all the personal
prestige of that "self-made man" to make a proper
Impression upon the great public of American